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(136-821) #113-34, Seoungbuk-dong, Seoungbuk-gu, Seoul, Korea . TEL) +82-2-747-8500 . FAX) +82-2766-4180

Ref No. : GreenKoreaUnited 2012-067
Date : 9th, July, 2012
Attention : UNESCO Headquarters or MAB-ICC Chair

May the KDMZBR application of the current government of
Republic of Korea be rejected
CHSIRI = ™H 571 H|ESH KDMZBRAHA AOlE HIE{s| FAMA|L.

His/or Her Excellency Mr. Chung-il Choi
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We, Green Korea United, its activists and adherents, are writing to raise our concern

about oblique execution of South Korean government on the application for Biosphere

Reserves.

Green Korea United, founded in 1991 as a non-governmental and non-profit
environmental organization, has carried out various protection programs for the Baekdu
Mountain System, wildlife, mountains and forests, and areas proximal to the DMZ.
15,000 members have supported the organization. It has executed a number of DMZ
projects in collaboration with the Korean government.
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In September 2011, the Korean government has submitted to the international




coordinating council of UNESCO an application entitled "Korea Demilitarized Zone
Biosphere Reserves(KDMZBR)" with the purpose of newly establishing Biosphere Reserves
in the national territory. It expects to designate for preservation the southern part of
the DMZ, making it the principal area of preservation approved by UNESCO.
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Currently, DMZ is divided into two, having its southern part overseen by the UN
Command, its northern part under the control of the North Korean government. UN
Command and the North Korean government were the two parties of the Armistice
Agreement after the Korean War. Henceforth, the South Korean government is neither a
part of the bilateral Armistice Agreement nor can it solicit the right to hand in an
application as such.
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In addition, there is no signature written by the UN Command in the KDMZBR
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application. UN Command announced its inability to make any official stance vis-a-vis
this application. This announcement was reported to UNESCO after the governmental
application had been delivered.
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Due to the application, the already tenuous relationship between South and North may
weaken, by the North addressing the violation of the Armistice Agreement. It should be
strongly urged to respect the purpose of controlling the DMZ under the consent of the
two parties who consented to the Agreement - UN Command and North Korea. The
current application should be rejected in this regard.
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The DMZ BR that South Korean government proposed last year is certainly going to




cause an undesirable impact and damage to the prestigious projects of Biosphere
Reserves, not to mention the political tension among the three parties adding
controversial affairs while carrying it into execution.
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For approval of the KDMZBR, deep and careful deliberation is required, taking into
consideration the values of peace and biodiversity within the context of international
agendas. Our concern comes from the awareness about reconciling conservation of

biological and cultural diversity and economic and social development through
partnership between people and nature.
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For all reasons stated above, Green Korea United requests the international coordinating
council of UNESCO MAB to reject the deliberation of the KDMZBR application.

Your sincerely,

Green Korea United




